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INFILTRATION AT THE GRASSROOTS LEVEL 


U. S. Communist leaders are planning for a revival of Red influence in labor unions, in 
women's, youth, and nationality groups, and other mass organizations in the months to come. 


This, essentially, is the meaning of the wide open debate inside the Party which has led up 
to the Party convention in New York to be held February 9 to 12. Purpose of the debate has 
been to wipe out the results of past errors and adopt new tactics which will be more effective in 
moving the United States closer to Socialism. 


While internal debate rages over reasons for past failures and the form and name the Party 
should now take, there have been no important differences over either goals or efforts to improve 
the Reds' work in mass organizations. 


Because the new tactics now being developed are likely to affect labor, women's, youth, 


nationality, and other groups in the future, the views of top Red spokesmen about these groups 
are important: 


LABOR — George Morris, labor writer, stated in the "Daily Worker" of January 20 that 
for ten years Party people have been "shrinking away from the association with great masses of 
workers. ..Only very recently has there been stronger and more consistent effort on the part of 
progressives [ Reds and related leftists! to establish their rights and make their contributions with- 
in the conservatively led unions....It can be expected that following the convention of the 
Communist Party and revival of its influence and activity, the work of progressives in the labor 
movement will reach a still higher level". 


The tactics apparently contemplated by George Morris are those the Party used during its 
boom days from 1936 to 1946. “Party Voice", a publication of the New York Communist Party 
(September 1956), explained these tactics consisted of: 1) "seeking to influence the thinking of 
the rank and file through discussions in the shops, issuing of printed material, at all times dis- 
playing the greatest patience"; and, 2) "urging upon union leaders the adoption of positions and 
resolutions on highly controversial questions once the rank and file is won over." 


__ Thus, the tactic: win support for Red policies on a shop level, then work for shifts in 
union policy at the top. To counteract this tactic requires anti-Communist work at the shop 
level, as well as in union headquarters . 
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YOUTH — Over the past several years Red leaders have proposed a variety of changes to 
make Communist youth activities more effective in America. The 16th National Convention 
"Discussion Bulletin", December 1956, admits that so far the Reds have not come up with a 
successful ey line for American youth: "Over the years the Party has relied upon an organiza- 
tional approach to youth work, The assignment of cadre ! a hard core of Reds] to the YCL 
[ Young Communist League], AYD ! American Youth for Democracy] or LYL[ Labor Youth 
League! has all too often been the end of Party responsibility". 


The "Discussion Bulletin" continues: "Without proper organization we have nothing, but 
without a correct line we can not have correct organization. We must immediately begin 
discussing and debating the youth question in its broadest sense." 


Youth activities of the Reds are something to watch closely in coming months. Decisions 
coming out of the February convention may increase the threat of Communist infiltration in youth 
groups. 


WOMEN — Red leaders are now saying that women's interests are in the issues of war and 
peace, social and community problems, and work problems. The way now proposed to appeal to 
American women is to "speak of socialism in terms of more and better schools, free higher 
education...free medical services, free hospitals, free drugs...the right to work. ..equality". 


Appeals of this nature might be effective where women are not thoroughly informed on 
Communist tactics and of all facts on the vital issues facing all of us. Any tactic of this kind 
can be countered by improving the flow of vital information to women through their organizations. 


NATIONALITY GROUPS — Reds view the some 45,000,000 people of the United States who 
belong to "national groups" as special targets for Red infiltration. The 16th Convention 
"Discussion Bulletin", November 1956, reported that the Reds' national group work has pract- 
ically been liquidated during the past five years because of "the large-scale deportation drive 
lof Alien Communists] and the McCarthyite hysteria". Means to increase Red influence 
among national groups include setting up a National Groups Commission of the National 
Committee of the Party and assigning "comrades" from Industrial Sections to national group 
work, 


Immediate targets of such Party work would be nationality "newspapers, theaters, 
television shows, literature, schools, all kinds of organizations with millions of members, 
nationality group committees and clubs in the labor movement". 


TRANSITION TO SOCIALISM — This is the goal toward which all Party members are 
working — no matter how they may argue with each other over ways and means. Today, Red 
leaders are agreed on a stepped-up program to form an “antimonopoly coalition" aimed at 
weakening business organizations and undermining the private property-free enterprise system. 
Alan Max, writing in "Party Voice" in November 1956, states that Communists now "speak of 
the possibility of peaceful and constitutional transition." Max used the words of Soviet theo- 
retician A. Sobolev ("International Affairs" May 1956) to explain that the transition might not 
be peaceful. Sobolev stated, "When the bourgeoisie offers exceptionally great resistance, force 
must be applied. When the bourgeoisie, after being overthrown, attempts to restore its mastery 
by force, the working class is obliged to resort to arms in order to suppress the resistance of the 
exploiters ." 


This is the “give up or I'll shoot" theory of "peaceful" aggression, "peaceful" revolution, 
and the "peaceful" transition to Socialism. 


What all this adds up to is that the changes now going on inside the Communist Party 
U.S.A., are for the purpose of stepping up infiltration into American organizations, of weakening 
our socio-political-economic systems, and of overthrowing the Government by force and violence 
if necessary. Our vigilance and active struggle are the price of defeating these Communists aims. 
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TIME BOMB IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


A time bomb is being prepared in the Middle East and the Reds are getting ready to light 
the fuse. If the whole thing goes off according to Red plans, both the Middle East and Western 
Europe — whose economies depend on Mideast oil — will fall into Communist hands. 


The Communist drive into the Middle East also is one of two pincer movements designed to 
bring all of Asia into the Communist orbit. The other pincer consists of Red build-ups in Red 
China, North Korea, Northern Indonesia and penetration into Indonesia. 


Success of the Communist plan depends upon two strategies. The first is to drive Western 
influence out of the Middle East. British and French influence already has been forced out of 
the area as a result of the Red-supported "liberation" program. Now Reds are fighting to keep 
U. S. influence from moving in to fill the "power vacuum." 


During the past month Communists propagandists have stepped up a tremendous campaign 
warning the U. S. to keep out of the Middle East. Since the middle of December 1956 all 
Communist propaganda outlets have been promoting the line that American anticolonialism is 
hypocritical, that U. S. "imperialists" are trying to take over control of the entire Mideast 
and to rule it as a colony. 


Reds Yell — "Hands Off The Middle East" 


The Soviet news agency, "TASS", on January 9 quoted a "Pravda" editorial, saying, “The 
Eisenhower-Dulles doctrine is not intended to support the peoples that have won their indepen- 
dence, but is an open and cynical program of colonial conquests. " 


Red China's newspaper, "Peoples Daily", stated on January 4: "The aim of this aggressive 
scheme is to pull all Middle East countries from the Straights of Gibralter to the Arabian Sea 
under the control of the United States and to suppress the national independence movement of 
these countries." 


In a great public show of sympathy for the Middle East countries, the Soviet's Premier 
Nikolai Bulganin and Red China Premier Chou En-lai issued a “Communist doctrine" promising 
support for Mideast nations to oppose "aggression and interference" in their affiars. 


Since then Red propagandists have openly "warned" the U. S. to stay out of the Middle 
East. The Soviet Government newspaper, "Izvestia", on January 16 stated that "the USSR is 
vitally interested in maintaining peace in the Middle East" and warned “American and other 
colonizers. 'Hands off the Near and Middle East". 


Some Mideast Countries Impressed 


This entire performance has had a big impact on leaders of Egypt, Syria, Jordan and 
Yemen. A commentary on the "Eisenhower Doctrine" by Muhammad Sharaf in Cairo, on January 


11, declared: "The American proposal concerns itself solely with the Communist danger, a 
danger which does not threaten the region." 


Anwar al-Sadat, writing in the Egyptian paper, "Al-Jumhuriyah", is more outspoken. He 
states: "The Middle East knows its enemies. Those who sell the Egyptian people wheat are not 
their enemies. Those who side with the Arabs in times of trial are not the enemies of the Arabs. 
The Cold War will be of no avail with free men who are determined to be free." 


The Reds are doing much more than selling a propaganda line in the Middle East. Since 
the time of the Bandung Conference of Afro-Asian powers in March 1955, both Moscow and 
Peking have been using propaganda events, trade deals and arms shipments to win over the Arabs. 
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During the 1955 cotton year ending September 1, 1955, the Soviet bloc took 30 percent 
of the Egyptian cotton output. Soviet bloc countries, especially in Eastern Europe, have made 
deals to build railways, shipyards, power stations, and cement plants in Egypt, and right now 
are flooding the country with technical aid experts. Red China, as well, has made a deal to 
buy more than six million pounds of Egyptian cotton. 


Arms As Well As Trade 


At the same time Red weapons have been shipped into Egypt and Syria and, it is re- 
ported, have gone into Yemen. Behind the scenes Red diplomats are moving busily from one 
country to the other "strengthening bonds" between Arab countries and the Soviet Union. Soviet 
Ambassador Kiselev talked with Egyptian Premier Nassar on December 31 about improving 
commercial relations. On January 13 he moved to Yemen to discuss "methods of strengthening 
cooperation between Yemen and the Soviet Union in all fields". 


In Syria, where Red penetration appears to have gone the farthest, pro-Red leaders 
reportedly have jailed former Government ministers and members of Parliament who oppose 
Communist satellization of their country. 


Despite these gains, the Reds are far from total victory in the Middle East. Turkey, 
Pakistan, Lebanon, Iran, and Iraq have welcomed the offer of American aid against Communist 
aggression. Saudi Arabia, which has joined Egypt in an Arab Solidarity Pact, and Jordon, 
which is also in the Pact, for one reason or another, also appear to be anti-Communist. 


New Attack Against Iraq 


But the Reds are now mounting a major attack against some of these countries, too. For 
several months a fierce attack has been going on to force Nuri al-Said, Iraqi Premier, to resign. 
The fall of Iraq would effectively outflank Iran, Turkey and Pakistan, isolating them further 
from American aid and weakening their position vis-a-vis the Soviet Union. 


Some Americans are asking, "How did we get into this mess?" The most direct answer is 
that top Communist Party strategists planned it this way. Since the Bandung Conference which 
Red leaders set up, they have been supporting extreme nationalist aspirations of peopies who are 
not fully aware of wzat the real issues are. 


Many students of the area now agree that U. S. counter tactics have been limited by con- 
troversies among countries in the Middle East and by alliances which have prevented more direct 
action in the area. The important thing for anti-Communists to realize is that today Communists 
are lighting a time bomb in the Middle East which could cause both Europe and Asia to fall into 
Red hands — unless we put out the fuse. 


RED ACTIONS IN BRAZIL THROW LIGHT ON COMMUNIST PLANS TO DISARM THE U.S. 


Communists of Brazil have launched a "street campaign" to prevent the installation of a 
U. S. guided missile base in Fernando de Noronha, Brazil. 


The purpose of the base is to help protect Brazil, and all of Latin America and North 
America, from possible Communist military aggression. 


Communists, naturally, are opposed to any measure designed to halt or roll back Com- 
munist aggression. So the Red campaign to defeat installation of the base was begun. 


The campaign was launched at a meeting of the J.J. Clubs in San Cristobal on December 
28, 1956. According to reports from Sao Paulo former leaders of the now defunct "Frente de 
Novembro" and the Communist Party attended the meeting. 
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Communist regional committees have called for the following steps in carrying out popular 
agitation against installation of the base: 


1) Drafting a memorandum to Brazil's President Juscelino Kubitschek demanding that no 
base be established in Fernando de Noronha. 


2) Polling and propagandizing workers in factories and other workers' plants on the issue, 


thus preparing public opinion for unleashing a strong opposition to the establishment of contin- 
ental defense bases in the entire South Atlantic. 


Campaign Opened January 5. 


The open campaign began with an article in the Brazilian Communist newspaper, “Imprensa 


Popular", on January 5 urging workers to agitate against "handing over of Fernando de Noronha 
asa U. S. military base." 


The Moscow Reds are moving ahead unilaterally to liquidate U. S. military bases where- 
ever they can. Such actions as those in Brazil should caution us to judge every disarmament 
proposal in the light of how it benefits Communist systems of defense and aggression and how it 
weakens the defense setup of the U. S. and the free world. Imbalances of power, aided in 
large part by disarmament treaties, were a major factor leading to World War Il. 


POSTSCRIPT ON HUNGARY 


Janos Kadar and other Communist leaders in Hungary and throughout the Soviet Empire are 
fully aware that revolts could flare up almost anywhere in the near future. 


The Hungarian newspaper, "Szabad Fold," stated in an editorial on January 11 that 
"people are saying right and left that it! the revolt! is not over yet; the third act is still to 


come. No one can say for certain what is meant by this but it appears that what is meant is 
renewed bloodshed and civil war...Expectancy is in the air". 


Actually, expectancy is in the air throughout the East European satellites. Workers in 
East Germany, for example, have been holding work-stoppages in protest over pay cuts. Some 


East German students have held meetings, elected their own representatives to present their 
demands . 


The effect of the Polish and Hungarian intellectual and student-worker revolts which 
carried out their ideas of more liberal, more democratic social organization has been widespread. 


Expectancy is in the air in Eastern Europe, and it should be encouraged. East Germany may be 
the next satellite to move a step farther away from Moscow. 


RED PROPAGANDA FLOODS THE U. S. 


According to officials of the U. S. Post Office Department, the quantity of Red propaganda 
material coming into the U. S. has skyrocketed during the past few years. 


Back in 1952 Post Office officials testified that probably 100,000 packages of Red 
propaganda materials were coming into the country each year. In 1956, however, they es- 
timated the amount at more than 2,000,000 packages a year. 


Propaganda in Many Shapes 


Communist propaganda comes in many forms. First there are Communist Party publications 


such as "Kommunist", the Soviet theoretical journal; the newspaper, "Pravda", and the magazine, 
"Party Life". 








Then there are publications designed primarily for internal and satellite consumption — 
"Izvestia", the official Government newspaper; "Trud", the Soviet "trade union" newspaper; 
"Ogonek", the picture magazine, and "Krokodil", the magazine of satire. 


Far surpassing these in quantity, however, are the propaganda pieces directed specifically 
at Americans — publications in English such as "New Times", “Soviet Woman" and "Soviet 
Union"; and a wide variety of propaganda booklets on Marxism-Leninism, foreign affairs, 
economics, and culture. 


Also included in this category are the millions of newspapers, pamphlets and leaflets 
mailed directly to members of national groups who have ties of language and culture with 
peoples now behind the Iron Curtain. Post Office officials estimate that today 50 percent 
of all incoming Red propaganda is aimed at members of various national groups. 


Red Front Pamphlets, Too 


Included, too, are the newsletters and pamphlets from worldwide front organizations such 
as the World Peace Council and the World Federation of Democratic Youth. 


There are also the daily radio broadcasts from Moscow in English and Soviet motion pic- 
tures, which are promoted by the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship. 


To all of this must be added such publications as "USSR", produced by the Soviet Embassy; 
the newspapers, publications and leaflets produced by the Communist Party, USA, and printed 
and oral propaganda put out by Communist fronts. 


What Are They Selling? 
What ideas are these publications trying to sell the American people? 


Take the new publication, "USSR", as an example. If "USSR" was a person's only source of 
information on the Soviet Union, he would get the impression that Communist Russia is a land 
of happy, well-fed people who attend concerts, go hunting, watch TV, and enjoy the best of 
everything. 


Recent issues have featured such articles as "American Judge Visits A Moscow Court", in 
which the American judge, in relation to a court case he witnessed, is quoted as saying: "I 
would have passed the same sentence"; and picture stories showing Americans viewing Soviet 
buildings or preaching in Soviet churches. 


Line Of Front Groups 


While publications like "USSR" seek to persuade Americans that life is wonderful in the 
Soviet Union, Communist front groups are taking a completely different tack. At a recent meet- 
ing of one of these organizations in New York, speakers expressed mild criticism of the Soviet 
Union because of the armed intervention in Hungary and lack of freedom behind the Iron Curtain. 


Such expressions are only to disarm the American people so that these Red fronters can 
promote attitudes favorable to the success of Communist aims. These are to convince Americans 
that: 


|) Any action the U. S. takes to defend the free world from Communist aggression will 
lead to a hydrogen bomb war; 


2) Conditions are improving inside the Soviet Union and if we wait long enough every- 
thing will turn out all right; 


3) The U. S. Government is just as guilty of armed intervention in places such as Guate- 
mala as the Soviet Union is in Hungary; and, 


4) Our only hope for peace and prosperity is "peaceful coexistence" — a doctrine which 
in practice means that the free world will not oppose the “natural and inevitable" advance of 
Communism. 


How To Detect Red Propaganda 


Americans are being subjected to Red propaganda of many kinds and from many different 
directions. Two rules useful in detecting Red propaganda are to: 


1) Keep up to date on current "lines" of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the 
Communist Party, USA; also the current "lines" of Red front organizations, particularly those 
operating in your special field of interest — women, youth, labor, peace groups, international 
affairs. You can recognize the line in action through similarity of wording, phrasing and 
purpose; 


2) Follow the old Biblical saying that we should judge a tree by its fruit. Ask what 
would be the result if we followed the action suggested by a’ proposal we believe is Red in- 
spired. If the resulting action would strengthen the Soviet Union, further a Soviet foreign 
policy objective, speed the spread of Communism, or weaken the ability of the free world to 
combat Communism, the chances are the idea could ultimately be traced to a propaganda worker 
in the Party's Agitprop Section in Moscow. 


WHEN THE PARTY CALLS—STORY OF THE MYSTERIOUS IRVING POTASH 


Irving Potash, 54, a top U. S. Red leader who was deported to Poland on March 5, 1956, 


turned up in a New York court on January 5, 1957, charged with illegal re-entry into the United 
States. 


Potash first got into trouble with U. S. courts in 1949 when he was one of 11 top Reds 
convicted under the Smith Act on a charge of conspiring to teach and advocate the violent 
overthrow of the Government. 


He served five years on this conviction, and selected voluntary deportation to Poland in 


lieu of re-arrest on a charge of knowingly belonging to a Party advocating violent overthrow of 
the Government. 


Potash claimed that his love for his family drew him back to the United States, but United 
States Attorney Paul W. Williams had other ideas. He told the court: "As far as | can ascertain 


he is still a top leader in the Communist Party...1 don't know but that he is a courier from the 
Communist leaders [ abroad! ." 


Potash In Red China 


There is evidence to back up Williams' statement. Potash spent his few months outside the 
U.S. talking with key foreign Communist leaders. Just four months after Potash had left the 
U. S. for Poland, Radio Peking disclosed that he was entertained in China on July 14, 1956, 


a Liu Shao-chi, member of the Secretariat of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist 
arty. 


It was reportedly from Red China, via Hong Kong and Canada, that Potash came to the 
United States and contacted Jacob Stachel and Alexander Bittleman, two top U. S. Reds. 





Within a few days after Potash's arrest by the FBI, Abner Green, Executive Secretary, 
American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born — the oldest Communist front in the U. S. — 
announced that his Committee would defend Potash. 


The “Daily Worker", which reported Green's announcement, also reported that Potash's 
case will be made a major test of the McCarran Immigration Act. The Act has been under severe 
attack by the International Communist apparatus for many years, although for reasons different 
from those urged by genuinely patriotic organizations which seek to amend the Law. 


Here is an interesting footnote to the tie-in between Irving Potash, a top U. S. Red, 
the leaders of the Red Chinese Party, and the attack against the McCarran Immigration Act. 


Red China's "Kwangming Daily" joined the U. S. Communist Party's attack against the 
re-arrest of the eleven top U. S. Red leaders including Irving Potash, when they were released 
from prison in 1955. 


The Red Chinese paper (Jan. 14, 1955) stated: "The U. S. Communist Party has always 
fought against all reactionary acts and bills which aim at destroying democratic rights, urged 
freedom-loving Americans to unite to fight against fascist political measures, and demanded 
the release of victims of the Smith Act and the McCarran Bill. That fight is a just one. It 
has the support of just world opinion| meaning Communist Party opinion] ." 


Communist Parties Work Together 


The case of Irving Potash underscores the importance of a statement which appeared in the 
Soviet Party newspaper, "Pravda" on April 18, 1956: 


"Communist Parties are drawn together by the far-reaching community of their interests 
.... They are united by the single ideology of Marxism-Leninism .... 


"The working class and the democratic movement of all countries is faced with a common 
enemy in the form of international imperialism. For this reason, close fraternal links, mutual 
interest in one another's experience, and an exchange of opinions on urgent problems have 
always been and will be an indispensible condition for the activity of all Communist Parties." 


We need little more to remind us that the dissolution of the Cominform was a smokescreen 
move. Communist activities in the United States are part of an international conspiracy — a 
means by which Communist leaders in Moscow and Peking exert their influence in American 
domestic affairs . 
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